
Research Notes  and  Queries

Dr.  Colin Richmond writes:—
The admirable Bosworth Quincentenary number of The  Ricardian  has led
me to reflect on the debate about the  battle, particularly about its site,
which has arisen this summer. The Journal of the Richard III Society,
therefore, seems to me the proper place for my supplementary comments.

-They are brief.
Two suggestions  have  struck me as having much  to commend them.

The first is Professor Ralph Griffiths’ that Henry’s march from Merevale
where his  troops  had bivouacked for the night of 21  August  occupied so
much  of the  next  day that the sun was likely to have been at his back (as
Polydore  Vergil  reported) when finally he advanced against  Richard’s  army
(Ralph A. Griffiths and Roger S. Thomas, The  Making of the  Tudor
Dynasty,  Gloucester I985, pp.158-l6l). The second is Dr. Daniel Williams’
that  the continuator of the  Croyland  Chronicle  ‘and  other clerics within the
King’s entourage were left behind at Leicester as the army departed' on 21
August. As Dr. Williams says, this would explain the brevity of the
continuator’s narrative of the battle, hitherto considered curious in an  eye-
witness, his insistence on the neighbourhood of Merevale for the site of the
battle (in Leicester he did not receive accurate information), and the  absence
of chaplains in  Richard‘s camp on the morning of the battle  (The  Ricardian,
vol. 7, no. 90, September 1985, p.89).

What of Ambion Hill? Do we need to retain it in a reconstruction of
the battle? It features in no contemporary source; Holinshed in  1577  is the
first writer to refer to it. If Polydore  Vergil  is relied on, and Dr. Williams
and the  Visitor  Centre at Bosworth depend on  him, the one and only hill he
records is the one  Henry stood on after Richard’s defeat to congratulate his
soldiers, to order the wounded to be tended and the dead to be buried, to
thank  the  nobility and  gentry and to promise them ‘that he wold be
myndfull of ther benyfyttes’, and to be crowned.  Vergil  does  not suggest
that Henry joined in the  Earl  of  Oxford’s  pursuit of Richard’s vanguard,
nor  does  he inform us of the direction of  that chase, or tell us of the
distance pursued and pursuers travelled. It is, in  fact, clear from the drift of
Vergil’s  narrative  that  Henry, having withstood Richard’s onslaught
remained where he was until ‘he got himself  unto  the next  hill'.  Here, of
course, ‘next’ means  nearest. Thus, Polydore  Vergil’s  narrative is not merely
compatible with a battle  fought  on the flat  ground  to the  north  of  Stoke
Golding and the west of Dadlington, it rather points to it, as it does to
Crown Hill being the  ‘next  hill‘.  For all we can tell  from Vcrgil’s  account,
the Earl of Oxford may have chased the Duke of  Norfolk  north  to Ambion
and killed him and others there.
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One  other  thing about  Ambion Hill: it is not in Dadlington parish.
This both  Mr.  Timothy Party in his  A  Church  for  Bosworth Field:  St.
James’ Dadlington  and the  Battle  of Bosworth Field  (The  Parochial Church
Council of St. James’, 1985) and Mr. O. D. Harris in his ‘The Bosworth
Commemoration at Dadlington’ (The Ricardian  vol.  7, no. 90, September
1985), have  pointed out. It was not the churchwardens of Sutton Cheney or
of  Shenton  who  took  the opportunity presented by the battle to attempt to
raise  money for  their  church, but the churchwardens of Dadlington. It is
plain to me  that  Ambion Hill played little or no part in the battle of
Bosworth.

Mr. Harris’ article is of great importance. Not  only does  he print in full
the  texts  of the  signet  warrant and letter of confraternity of 1511 (with
extensive and scholarly annotation), for  which  we are in his  debt, he also
draws our attention  to'the  architectural work of c.1500 in St. James’
church. Slight as this is, it is fairly conclusive evidence  that  the
churchwardens were  able  to do some remodelling of their church for the
new chantry within  it.

Such  are my reflections. So far  nothing said or published  since  the
beginning of 1985 has impelled me to alter my view  that  it was around
Dadlington and not about Ambion  Hill  the Battle of Bosworth was  fought,
all of the battle, I  might add.

Sir  Edward Brampton
The following contribution has been received from the Reverend Barrie
Williams:—

In my article on Sir Edward Brampton  (The  Ricardian  vol. 6, no. 84,
p.296) I  said  that  the maiden name of his second wife Margarida was not
known. That was true of all the sources  cited  in  that  article. I am grateful to
one of our members, Miss Ann Chamley, for drawing my attention to the
reference to  Brampton  in another Portuguese source, the  Chronica  dos
Carmelitas  (edited by Fr. Joseph Pereya a Santa Anna, Lisbon  [745,  vol. I,
pp.638-9). This refers to his wife ‘Dona Margarida de  Beamonda‘.  My own
interpretation of  this  would  be  ‘Lady Margaret  Beaumont’.  If  this  is correct,
Margaret was probably a daughter or at least a  close  relative of  Viscount
Beaumont, a suitable  match  for  a knight  high in royal favour. Perhaps it
will be possible to identify the lady further. The  matter must  be of  some
interest to Ricardians since it was in her company that  Perkin Warbeck
(whoever he was) travelled to Portugal.

The passage contains  a  further  point  of interest, viz.  that  Brampton’s
grant  of Portuguese naturalisation was confirmed on  8  August  1485. As
readers  will  be aware, Brampton had  been  in  Portugal  since  March 1485

trying to negotiate a marriage  between  Richard III and Princess Joanna.
One  normally expects honours to be distributed at the conclusion of
business  rather  than in the middle. Is this confirmation 3 further hint that
Brampton’s embassy had  been  successful, i.e.  that  he had obtained the
consent of King John and the reluctant  consent  of his sister, to the marriage
with  Richard?
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Extract from the Portuguese  Chronicle  of the  Carmelites.
Tradutor: Barrie Williams 16 August 1985.

After the death of the famous founder, the monks were indebted to the
great Edward Brampton and his wife Lady Margaret Beaumont who,
because they were devoted to the glorious martyr St.  Sebastian  consecrated
it [the chapel] and endowed it on 30  October  1497.l His son John Brampton
ratified it [the endowment] and put it in execution by a deed made in the
Tabulation Braz—Alfonso’ on 17 March 1528.

The great Edward Brampton was one of the  most  famous heroes of his
century, naturalised in this kingdom [Portugal] by a  most  honourable grant
of King Alfonso V, issued in Evora on  3  August  1479, confirmed by King
John 11 on 8th of the same month, August 1485, in the monastery of
Penhalonga, and again confirmed by King Manuel on 30 October  1497; we
have seen an authentic  copy of  these  confirmations, likewise the original
grant of naturalisation, taken  from the Tower of the Waterfall’ where it can
be found in the second  Book  of the Estremadura, folio 48. He was a man of.
great  distinction  in Portugal and England, as the services which he
performed in both kingdoms show. In England he  made  himself so well-
deserving of the favour of  King Edward  V  [sic] that  he was honoured  with
the charge of commander of the  fleet, and with that of Captain-Governor of
the Isles [sic] of Guernsey: and then of being summoned to his council and
taken in his company on the occasion  when  he met the King of  France, and
dined with  both  Kings. As a reward for his outstanding senvices, the same
King Edward  V  [sic] made him  a  Knight  of the Order of the  Garter
(Garrotea,  or as other Portuguese writers call it, Jarreteira); and, in the
character of ambassador, to confer the insignia of this  Order  on King John
11 who received it at his  hand.‘

The said Edward Brampton stayed in this  kingdom.  He was of the
Council of the Most Serene  Kings  already named, Alfonso V, John 11 and
Manuel. The last King by his own  hand  invested him as  a  Knight of the
Order of Christ in the church of St. Julian of the city of Lisbon on 18
December  1496;’ and he was Commander of the Brigade of the  S.Verissimo
of Lagares“ in the Archdiocese of Braga. He was also in this  kingdom  Lord
of the Manor of Buarcos, the estuary of Mondego, the foreshore of
Tavarcde and the new tithing of  Montemor o  Velho.

As  a  ‘person of such distinction, he  gave  the monks the delight of
bestowing the said chapel on  them, and gave instructions to build his  tomb
in it, where he was buried under  a  great tombstone, which still remains in
the floor of the  same  chapel. On the said  tombstone  can be  seen  a shield
with  the  arms  of the Bramptons, his descendants  —  two dragons in  combat,
with naval knight  as crest. It has an inscription which reads: Here lies
Edward Brampton, Knight  of the Garter, which he won in the  Kingdom  of
England for very distinguished services  which  he rendered to  King Edward
when he was in  that  country; of the Council of the  Kings  of Portugal: who
died on 18 November  1508.’

l. 51.  Sebastian  is  normally commemorated  in  Western Europe  on 20  January  and by the  Orthodox  on IS
December.  The  reference  may be to  some local Portuguese  or  Carmelita commemoration.
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2. The reference has not been found, but it  appears  to have been  somc  kind of legal  registry.

3. The Portuguese  stale archives were kept  in this  Tower.

4.  There  is no  record  of  Edward  Brampton having been  admitted to the  Order  of the  Garter.  That he

conferred  the insignia on King John  is highly improbable.  John  H was admitted to the  Order  in  I489.

four years  after  Brampton  had left England. Other  sources  say that Rui de  Sousa  brought  back  the

insignia on the  conclusion  of his embassy to England.

5. According lo the  Gran  Enciclopedia  Parmguesa  Brasileira (GEPB)  Brampton  in fact  failed  to gain

admission  to the  Order  of  Chrisl. This  may have  been because  of his  Jewish descent.

6.  I take  it that Lngares IS  a place-name.  It  means olive-presses.

7. According to the  GEPB  Brampton died  in  15l2.  The inscription was put up over  twenty years  after his

death.  His  relatives  may have  been uncertain as lo  some  of the  facts  particularly if (as  seems possible)

Brampton  died  in England.

The Splendour of the  Sun.
Livia  Visser—Fuchs  writes:  —

A respect  for the  intelligence  of  Richard  III compels me to say that  the
translation  of his  interesting preamble  to the  instrument creating his son
Prince  of  Wales, cannot  be  accepted  as  conveying the  intended meaning of
the  Latin original.  It is  a  pity that  this brief  but  telling reflection  on
kingship and the  sharing of  power, composed  by a  King who is  said  to  have
won his  throne  by guile  and  force, should  now have left the  cover  of BL.
Harleian  MS. 433 and  sallied forth  in a  defective form  (R.  Horrox  and P.
W. Hammond, eds., BL.  Harleian  Manuscript  433,  vol.  1, pp.82—3, and
reprinted  in P. W. Hammond and  Anne  F. Sutton, Richard  II]:  the  Road
to  Bosworth Field,  pp.137-8).

A  more correct translation should, I  think, run as  follows, (reading
‘qua  .  . . forma’ —- the  word  is  difficult  to  read  at the end of the  line, but
‘qui’ makes  no sense.):

‘Such is the clarity and charity of the great  solar  light  that,  when it  pours  out
whatever  it has of  light  and  splendour  on the  other heavenly bodies, the sun
does  not therefore shine the  less  nor  does  it suffer any diminution of its
strength and  beauty.  It is  pleasant  to see how  this great  sun like  a  king seated
in the midst of his nobles and these  major  and  minor stars, each  by their
ordained light  adorn this  whole celestial  court.  And  certainly moved  by this
example, seeing the vocation to  which  we are  called  by God’s favour, namely
that  we  have  to govern and be at the  head  of all the  mortals  of this kingdom,
we  turned  the  gaze  of our inner eye to the immensity of this  very noble state
and its  members, guarding against  this  most  of all that in  these  great
responsibilities  that  press  upon  us those whom we  need  to  bear  part of  them
will  not in any way be found to be lacking .  . .  ’(BL.  Harl.  MS. 433, f.26b).

What  King Richard  is  saying here  is  that  the  splendour  of the sun is so
great  that  its  strength does  not  decline however  much  of its light it sheds on
others.  A  king can  likewise share  his  authority in  such  a way that he looses
none  of it and that he and his  nobles  together, each  by their own  power,
are  able  to  bear their part  of the  burden  of  government.  It is not the sun
alone that  shines, but all the  lesser stars  by their — derived  —— clarity, help
it and  should help it to  keep the  universe  going.  Mortals  can  look  up at the
sky (as  Richard  and his  counsellors did, in  search  of  a  simile),  and  enjoy
this spectacle  of  well-organized government.
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‘Significantly, too, the King says: ...the vocation to  which  we are
called by God’s  favour, namely that  we  have  to govern and be at the
head of all the mortals of this kingdom. . .  ’  This from a usurper? Is this
mere rhetoric, in a document relating to his only son?

John Kendale, Secretary, and  Wife
Dr. Rosemary Horrox contributes another detail to the biography of John
Kendale, Secretary to Richard  III.

In December  1483  Southampton had representatives in London defending
the  city’s  privileges.  They incurred the following legal expenses:

Paid  to Thomas Lye, clerk  unto  my master Secretary, for to  shew  our
matters  unto his said master at night being at his leisure at two times — 2s.

A gallon of wine presented  unto  my said  master  Secretary and to his wife
— 10d.
(Southampton City Record Office:  Stewards’ Books, SC 5/1/19, (1483-4), {.28.
Spelling and punctuation modernised.)

We now know  that John  Kendale had  a  wife in December  1483  but,
unfortunately, not her name. For  a  reprint of The  Ricardian  search for the
identity of  John  Kcndale, see  Richard  III,  Crown  and  People,  edited James
Petre, advertised at the end of this  issue.

John ‘Kendall’ of  Canterbury, died 1499
Yet  another  namesake and contemporary of the Secretary lived in Canterbury
and made his will on  2  April  1499  (proved in the court of the Archdeacon, 13
September  1499, Kent Archives Office: A, vol.  7, £164). He appears to have
been of  only moderate estate, and was, at some  date, a  parishioner of St.
Mary Northgate although buried in the churchyard of the nearby priory of St.
Gregory without the walls. He  left  Alice ‘Kendall’ a plain  table  with two
trestles and  a  little  ‘stuppyn  with a ryngell’ (stewpan with  a  ring) but failed to
say how she was related to him. His residual legatees and executors were  John
Lambehurst, brewer of Christchurch, and Robert Hynkxhall. No wife or
children are mentioned.  —  The Editor.

Croyland  and the  ‘Princes’
Isolde Wigram writes:

Two points  might  be noted in connection  with  Dr.  Kelly‘s  very interesting
article on ‘The  Last  Chroniclers of Croyland’, his argument for Richard
Lavender as the Second Anonymous being to me  entirely convincing.
However, in  suggesting that Elizabeth of  York  did not appear to ‘harbour
desires of vengeance for the death of the two Princes’ against  Richard lII‘s
current advisers, Dr. Kelly omits to notice the rather  more  salient implication,
Le.  that  if Elizabeth was at all contemplating marriage  with  her uncle, she did
not appear to hold him responsible either. Since the Second Anonymous was
writing in  1486, he was presumably by then aware of the widespread rumours
that  the Princes had not been murdered, but had been conveyed secretly away.
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Of course it was not necessary for Richard to marry Elizabeth himself in order
to pre-empt Henry. The second  point  is  that  in paraphrasing St. John’s
Gospel, Ch.21 v.24, the Third Continuator was unaware at  that  date that
theologians now dispute the authorship of the gospel, and  that  ‘the  disciple
who bears witness to  these  things’ was very unlikely to have been the author, .
but the inspiration behind it.

Turning to Dr Wylie’ s ingenious argument for the death of the Princes
from sweating sickness, may one enquire why, even if it was advisable to bury
the  bodies  very deep, it should  have been under  a  staircase? —— and why there
should have been no one at the Tower to inform Henry VII of what had
happened. It is inconceivable  that  two King‘s sons should  have  died in the
Tower of natural causes without any sort of official record, or requiem  mass,
and above all  without  their mother be_ing informed in due  course.  The
rumours of their end  were  many and  various, but this was not one of  them.
However learned the analysis of the anatomical evidence, unless the  fact  of the
death of both Princes in the Tower, and the identification of the skeletons
found  m  1674  as  those  of the boys, can be squared with all the other relevant
evidence, the fate of Edward lV’s sons  must  remain a mystery, at least as
regards Edward V.

Book Reviews

THE SON OF  PROPHECY: HENRY TUDOR'S ROAD  TO  BOSWORTH.
David  Rees, Black Rowen Press, London, I985, £8.95 (hardback), £3.95

(paperback).

THE  MAKING  OF THE  TUDOR DYNASTY. Ralph  A.  Griffiths  and
Roger S.  THomas.  Alan  Sutton  Publishing Ltd.  Gloucester, I985, £l2.  50.

THE  QUINCENTENARY  OF  HENRY TUDOR‘S  LANDING  IN  WALES  and victory at

Bosworth  has led to  a  resurgence of  interest  in the King and his
background. The accession of  a  relative stranger to English politics was in
itself unusual, if not unprecedented.  Such  a feeling is  captured  in the
account  of the chronicler Edward Hall, where Richard [11 describes Henry
as ‘an  unknown  Welshman, whose  father  I never  knew, nor him personally

met‘. Richard's  reac'tion, whether actual  or  apocryphal, would  have  been
echoed  by many of the English aristocracy. It is significant  that  the
powerful magnate and prominent courtier  Thomas  Lord Stanley (Steward

of the  King’s  household  1472-83. and again  l484-5) was to declare  that  he
only met  Henry on 24 August  1485, that  is two  days  after  the,  Battle of

Bosworth. Save for a brief appearance at the Readeption court of Henry
VI, in  October  [470, the future  monarch spent  the early part  of his career
on the fri'nges of the  political stage, firstly as a ward of the  powerful
Herbert  family, and  then  in exile in  Brittany and France.  There  is  a  very
real  sense of  isolation  here, brought  home  by Commynes’s description of his
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